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WHEN I STARTED WORKING in technical theatre, I quickly real-
ized that rigging and backstage work are often the least visible—and 
yet essential—parts of any production. I also learned that access to 
high-quality technical training wasn’t always available, especially  
for people outside major markets or traditional networks. That 
realization became the spark for something bigger: The DeLong 
Foundation, a new nonprofit geared towards making technical  
education accessible, safe, and sustainable for everyone who loves 
this industry as much as I do.
   Through my company, DeLong Rigging Solutions, I’ve had the privi-
lege of training and working alongside stagehands, students, and tech-
nicians across the country. I saw firsthand how talented people were 
being held back, not because of lack of passion or ability, but because 
they didn’t have access to proper training, mentorship, or certification.
   I wanted to help change that. By taking the same principles used in 
the field—safety, precision, and trust—and applying them to educa-
tion, the goal was simple: build an organization that could remove 
barriers and open pathways for anyone eager to learn the technical 
side of live entertainment.

What we stand for
The Foundation exists to advance technical theatre education through 
real-world learning and industry collaboration. Everything we do 
comes back to three key pillars:

   1. �Education and workforce development—Providing accessible 
training opportunities across all production crafts.

   2. �Safety and standards—Promoting best practices and supporting 
ETCP-level preparation and compliance training.

   3. �Community and legacy—Investing in the long-term sustainabil-
ity of the entertainment industry through scholarships, mentor-
ship, and endowment growth.

   To ensure we’re always building toward the future, we dedicate 10% 
of all donations and net proceeds from events to our endowment. 
That way, every class, workshop, or collaboration directly contributes 
to long-term sustainability—not just for the Foundation, but for the 
people it serves.

The DeLong Academy: Training for all crafts
Our main educational engine is The DeLong Academy, which offers 
in-person intensives, hybrid courses, and online learning opportuni-
ties. The curriculum covers all crafts—rigging, lighting, audio, scenic, 
wardrobe, stage management, and more. Our programs blend theory, 
hands-on practice, and mentorship from qualified professionals.
   Presently, we’re rolling out our first full academic series through the 
Academy. Courses include Intro to Rigging Math, Advanced Rig-
ging Math, and a Motor Class with David Carmack that provides an 
Enhanced Assessed Certificate verifying both technical knowledge and 
safety comprehension.
   We’re also offering OSHA 10, Teaching Counterweight Rigging, Lead 
Rigger Training: Theatre, Rigging Standards, and Rigging Inspection 
Training. Each class is designed to give technicians and educators 
the tools to work safely, think critically, and lead confidently in any 
production environment.
   This is just the start. This first round of courses represents the foun-
dation of a much larger educational framework that will soon expand 
into every major technical craft—including a dedicated High School 
and Community Theatre Week in June, designed to help educators, 
students, and our communities gain safe, practical experience in 
real-world environments.

The DeLong Foundation:     
Building futures through technical 
theatre, safety, and education
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Teaching high school teachers how to attach hardware to hang a flat at the 
 Midwest Educational Technical Theatre Symposium (METTS).

Image description: A group of adults stand in a semi-circle on a stage facing a 
teacher. In the middle of the group is a table covered in tools required to rig safely.
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Sustainability and stewardship
From day one, I knew The DeLong Foundation had to be built for the 
long haul. Every project we take on is designed with sustainability in 
mind. Our financial model ensures that a portion of every event, train-
ing, and partnership goes right back into supporting future programs 
and scholarships.
   We’re transparent about how funds are managed, and we operate 
under a governance structure designed to last—one rooted in account-
ability, education, and service. Our board and Education Director 
work hand-in-hand to ensure that every dollar furthers the mission of 
building safer, smarter, more inclusive technical spaces.

Training with heart
Even though our work is steeped in engineering, math, and physics, 
the heart of The DeLong Foundation is deeply human. I’ve always 
believed that mentorship matters as much as math. When we train 
technicians, we’re not just teaching them how to hang a truss or calcu-
late a bridle—we’re teaching them how to think critically, to look out 
for one another, and to take pride in their craft.
   Our classes are intentionally diverse. You might see a 25-year veteran 
standing next to a college freshman or a high school theatre teacher. 
Everyone has something to learn, and everyone has something to 
share. That sense of mutual respect and community is what makes this 
work meaningful.
  

 The DeLong Foundation is more than an organization, it’s a promise. 
A promise that the technical side of theatre will always have a home 
where education, safety, and creativity can thrive together.
   Whether I’m teaching a rigging intensive in the Midwest or collabo-
rating with partners around the world, the mission stays the same: to 
lift others up, literally and figuratively, through the power of knowl-
edge. To learn more visit: https://www.delongriggingsolutions.com/
delong-foundation/ and https://www.delongriggingsolutions.com/
delong-academy/. n

Tyler DeLong is an ETCP Certified Rigger in both Theatrical 
and Arena Rigging (Certification #2771) and an ETCP 
Recognized Trainer for both. He is also a voting member of 
the TSP Rigging Workgroup. He earned a BA in Theatre with 
a Concentration in Technology from Indiana University (class 
of 2010). Tyler spent the majority of his early career working 
as a touring technician, primarily as the Tour Rigger/Auto-
mation Tech. He is now the Managing Partner of DeLong 
Rigging Solutions, a people-oriented rigging company based 
out of Bloomington, IN that provides inspections, training, 
repair/installation services, and consulting.
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Power Distribution
24 & 48 Way ETL Racks
Custom Configurations Available
www.genericoep.com

 Found At The Intersection of Quality & 
Value Since 2007
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Generico ETL Listed Hoist Control equipment is here & compatible 
with any 21 Pin Tajimi control units. Connect two of these to our 32 
Channel Pendant For Total Control Of 32 Hoists.

THE PACKAGE INCLUDES:
16 Channel Hoist Control Unit w/Road Case 
2 x 25’ Remote Cables 21 Pin Tajimi
1 x 16 Way Pendant
Power Inlet 50A CS8364. Complete Units In Stock.

MOTOR CONTROLS AVAILABLE W/P14 & 7 PIN SOCO
ALL EQUIPMENT ETL LISTED  PRICED TO WIN!

NEW PRODUCT INTRO
Single Unit 16 Channel Electric 
Hoist Control & 8 Way Twist-Lok Type

ASK US ABOUT OUR 
BUDGET FRIENDLY

24 WAY RACKS


